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Randall the Australian Agnostic

A bearded man in his fifties was off to 
my left. He was looking out toward the 
Gulf as I gave my first message of the 
evening. Frequently, he glanced at me 
with a scowl on his face. He appeared 
disgusted at the content of my speech. 
When I finished about 10 minutes 
before the sun set, I noticed the man 
watch the sun go down. However, after 
the sun set, I turned around and there 
he was standing right next to me. 

He matter-of-factly told me I was 
wrong on all counts. I asked him to 
be more specific. He began a several 
minute discourse on the vastness of 
the universe. His insinuation was since 
the universe was so expansive it was 
foolish to think God,  if there was a 
God,  would have any interest in this 
mere speck of a planet.

I asked him his name and he told me 
Randall. He had a lovely Australian 
accent. I told Randall that I appreciated 
his opinion but he had to realize that 

P r e a c h i n g  |  T e a c h i n g  |  D i s c i p l i n g

FISHERMANQuarterly
The

Visit us at:

www.keys-christians.org

all he offered was an opinion. We are 
entitled to our opinions but not to 
our own facts. This led to a lively but 
gracious debate. 

Everyone has the same facts and what 
separates us is how we interpret those 
facts. His premise was that he could 
not know if God existed, and if He did 
exist, He wouldn’t be interested in this 
speck of dust in a vast universe. My 
premise was that there is a God and 
He not only has a personal interest in 
earth but also in each person on the 
earth. Clearly, what separated us was 
God’s word. I believe God has spoken 
and Randall rejected that as a fact. 

Randall was hopeless. He only had his 
speculations. He was intelligent but 
unbelief is illogical, unreasonable, and  
irrational. Only a Biblical world view is 
consistent and correct.

I urged Randall to take time to acquaint 
himself with the Bible. I pointed out 
that there could be no contradiction 
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between the Bible and true science as 
they both had the same Author!

I offered Randall some literature 
which he rejected and walked away. 
Surprisingly, after a few steps he 
stopped, turned back and told me, 
“On second thought I will accept your 
literature.”

I asked Randall if he found me 
gracious. He smiled and said, “yes.” He 
said I was a “good debater,” and then 
he disappeared.
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40th Annual Swim 
Around Key West

As the sun begins to beam down on the 
white sandy beach, swimmers start 
their preparation to swim. Volunteers 
who help run the day’s event are busily 
registering swimmers and helping with 
duck tape and zinc oxide. 

This is the 40th Annual Swim Around 
Key West, a 12.5 mile swimming 
event.  Athletes take on the open water 
challenge as a solo swimmer or join 
a two or three swimmer relay team. 
Every year athletes from around the 
world descend upon the southernmost 
point of the continental US to attempt 
the twelve and a half mile swim. 
Swimmer against nature working the 
changing tides and waves.  

It all starts on June 4th, at 6:30 in the 
morning at Smathers Beach along the 
Atlantic shore. The rules require that 
each swimmer is to have an escort boat 
to carry their much-needed fluid and 
food supply. However, the swimmers 
cannot touch the ground or their escort 
at anytime. 

Bill Welzien, not only is the event 
organizer, but he participates each 
year. This year’s swim event will be 
Bill’s 75th swim around Key West.  As 
you gathered, Bill has swum around 
Key West more times than the actual 
swim event.  Also in 2009 and 2015 (at 
65 years old), Bill traveled to Israel and 

completed a north to south swim (09), 
and the width-across and back (15) of 
the Sea of Galilee. Then in 2012, Bill 
completed an Ironman competition 
which includes running, swimming 
and biking.

Funds raised from the Swim Around 
Key West are donated to the Key West 
High School Cross Country Team and 
to help support Keys Evangelistic 
Ministries (KEM) which Bill is the 
Director and Evangelist. 

If you are interested in sponsoring Bill 
as he swims around Key West, complete 
the form below and mail to KEM.

SPONSOR Bi l l
Yes, I would like to support Bill in the 2016 Swim Around Key West.

$

Name:

Address:

City:                                           State:                Zip Code:

Send check to:  KEM | 1000 Coppitt Road | Key West, FL 33040
Make checks payable to KEM
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The New Year’s Day Golf Clap

New Year’s Day was a special treat. I 
had no one on either side of me. This 
was most unusual for such a busy day. 
Masses of people were on the pier. No 
Will the High Wire Walker and no Dale 
the Sword-swallower. Just me! No 
noise on the right or the left. 
After a quite prayer for grace I 
launched out and to my surprise a very 
large crowd appeared. To my greater 
surprise the vast majority stayed the 
duration. At the end of the message I 
received a polite golf clap. This reaction 
is so foreign to my normal experience. 
Then several approached to take tracts 
and shake my hand.
Wally the Canadian and Crew

Wally showed up toward the latter 
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Going down to Mallory has brought 
a new level of challenge with my solo 
presentations. The biggest challenge 
is not knowing that I will have anyone 
before me as I speak. This is a real case 
of 1 Corinthians 5:7 “Walk by faith but 
not by sight.” It is remarkable to me how 
people (some I know from prior times) 
show up just at the right time and are a 
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ready part of my initial crowd.

I have not paid any parking fees. I 
have been able to find alternate places 
to park free. I thank the Lord for His 
provision!  I have been paying my 
$5.00 each evening and have not had 
any squabbles over my regular location 
on the pier. The Pier Wars seem to 

have quieted down for a while. The 
atmosphere among the participants 
seems generally positive. The Lord 
continues to give me opportunities to 
get a word in to those I work with on 
that dock.  Planting and watering! We 
pray for these performers and crafts 
people regularly! May God have mercy 
on their souls.

part of the Golf Clap message. Being 
a Canadian Christian and seeing his 
country going spiritually down the 
drain he was surprised to see the crowd 
and their reaction. I had to tell him 
that that group was not typical of my 
experience. 
Wally and his family live six months a 
year on the shore of Hudson Bay. His 
family business was taking tourists 
out in a landing craft to see the polar 
bears in the natural. He and his wife 
were very appreciative of the Mallory 
Ministry. They were eager to stay for 
the second message. 
Afterward, we sat on the curb behind 

the easel and chatted. It was a delightful 
evening weather wise. I asked him 
about melting icebergs and drowning 
polar bears. He laughed and told me the 
global warming Chicken Littles were 
just that, Chicken Littles!

Nobody’s Listening

It was another late start to a second 
message, I powered on though there 
were few people around and pretty 
much no one listening. A woman 
walked past me, only a foot or so away.  
I noticed she rolled her eyes when she 
heard my content. A few steps behind 
her was her boyfriend (or husband) 
and very loudly exclaimed, “Nobody is 
listening!” Amazingly, I said, without 
missing a beat, “You are!” He kept going 
and so did I.



Keys Evangelistic Ministries
1000 Coppitt Road | Key West, FL 33040

305-394-5292 | wvwelzien@aol.com

Bil l  Welzien |  Director & Evangelist

Preaching | Teaching | Discipling

Like us on Facebook
Keys Evangelistic Ministries Bill’s Sermons on YouTube© straight from Mallory Square. 

Videos | See and hear the Gopel go forth from Key West. 

www.youtube.com/user/KeysChristians

Visit us at www.keys-christians.org

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Sunset Celebration at Mallory Square
Key West, FL

It could be in New York’s 
Central Park or in a park in 
your our town, but tonight it 
is at a boat dock called Mallory 
Square in Key West, Florida.
Touists from all over the United 
States and the world flock to 
Key West, and most will go to 
see the nightly celebration at 
Mallory Square.
Cheering and celebrations 
break out as the sun sets over 
the Gulf of Mexico. Amid the 

art & craft exhibitors, street 
performers, food carts, laughs 
and merriment some pause to 
listen to a thin bearded man 
speak the most important words 
they will ever hear.
Three nights each week,  
for the last 30 years, around 
two hours before sunset Bill 
Welzien, can be found faithfully 
preaching the full gospel 
message at the Mallory Square 
Sunset Celebration.
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